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If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, 

nothing shall be impossible unto you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“COVID-19 and the End of Times” 
 

“Then I saw another great and awe-inspiring sign in heaven: seven angels with the 
seven last plagues, for with them, God’s wrath will be completed.”            
                       ~ Revelation 15:1 (HCSB) 
 

     Mayhem and panic. Chaos and destruction. These things lead every news hour in the 
nation and take front page on every newspaper. Some Christian pastors and many Chris-
tians are turning to the book of Revelation and using verses like the lead-in verse above to 
show that we are entering the end times written about in Scripture. Why? Because a virus 
we cannot see has gotten most people’s attention. As of this writing, the “Coronavirus Pan-
demic” has infected roughly 340,000 and killed around 10,000 people in the United States 
alone - with projections showing that 200,000 or more people could die in the US because 
of this. 
     So, could this be an end-time plague sent from God as part of His judgment upon the 
other? I suppose it could be. But for me to believe that, I would have to forget about the 
plague of heart disease, which led to 647,457 deaths in 2017 (more the three times the 
coronavirus projections). I would also have to forget about the 599,108 cancer deaths in 
2017 (about three times the coronavirus projections). Even accidental deaths from 2017 
numbered 169,936. Respiratory disease killed more than 160,000 and stroke killed more 
than 145,000. Alzheimer’s killed more than 120,000. Diabetes killed more than 80,000. 
Influenza and pneumonia killed more than 55,000. More than 47,000 people committed 
suicide. These numbers are in the US alone (FYI… I used 2017 because they were the 
most complete numbers from the CDC; 2018 was similar and is still being compiled).  
     Just based on the numbers, I do not see a need for the chaos and panic. We must under-

stand that the current number of infected people in the United States is slightly more than 

1/10th of 1% of the total population. That means that about one person in every 1000 has 

the infection. The death rate for COVID-19 in the US shows that currently about one in 

every 32,700 people will die from this. As we continue to test people, those numbers will 

increase. So, while this coronavirus is not likely to kill as many people as heart disease in 

this country, there is still a need for caution because of the potential for people we know to 

become infected and die. If you have diabetes, you shouldn’t eat a box of donuts every 

day. If you have heart disease, you shouldn’t be eating bacon and eggs every day.  With  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Jim (Continued) 

COVID-19, we need to take appropriate steps. If you are in a high-risk group, you need to 

avoid contact with other people. If you are in what is considered a lower-risk group, you 

need to be looking out for others and helping them avoid exposure. We all need to do 

what our mothers taught us… wash our hands, cover our mouth/nose when we cough/

sneeze, and do not touch our faces.  

As Christians, we need to understand that panic serves no purpose here other than to 

drive us apart. Instead, let us focus on the grace of God and remember to share the joy of 

the Lord with others. We are called to be salt and light - let us not lose our flavor and let us 

always carry the light of Christ to the world. As we care for one another, we help alleviate 

the stress that many are feeling at this time. 

We must also be ready to comfort those who are suddenly struggling with a sense of 

their own mortality. Situations like this cause people to think about what comes next. 

Those without hope in Christ will panic and live in fear because to many of them, this is 

the end of their existence. By sharing our faith in what comes after this life, we help 

alleviate the fears of what is in store and we can share Christ with the world. 

No matter what happens, we are in it together. I do not think this is the end of the 

world. Nor do I think this is God’s judgment upon us. I think this is what happens when 

you live in a world overrun with sin. Trust God. Hold firmly to your faith in Christ. And let 

the Holy Spirit guide you to share joy and peace with others. 

I am always just a phone call or email away. If you need anything, or if you know 

someone who needs assistance, please let me know.  

By the way… I cannot wait for the celebration that we are going to have when we get 

back together as the body of Christ! 

 In Christ, 

 Pastor Jim                  jdlyonais@gmail.com    cell: (509) 768-0899 

Bible Study - we are planning to begin a weekly Bible study over the internet. We will likely 

use the “Zoom” application and communicate via computer. You can download the app and 

sign-up for free at https://zoom.us/  I am planning for a mid-week study, likely Wednesday 

afternoons at 2:00 pm.  

If you are interested in joining us, if you have suggestions, or if you have questions, please 
contact me at (509) 768-0899 or at jdlyonais@gmail.com. ~Pastor Jim 

 

https://zoom.us/
mailto:jdlyonais@gmail.com


 Moderator Message:  
Good day Church Family. 

Greetings to all and I pray that all of you are staying safe. We are very fortunate to offer Church services 

online. Thanks to those who have made this possible.   

We still have operational expenses and salaries to pay on a monthly basis. I have pledged to our 

employees we are not cutting salaries. We have cut expenses where we can, however, there are still utilities, 

etc.  It takes our continued giving to cover our monthly needs. It is taken a little while to adjust to this new 

style of worship service. Instead of passing the offering plate down the isle – we have found new ways to 

give to the support of our Church and our employees, as well as meet the needs of the community through 

our Outreach programs. Thanks to Cindy and Vickie for helping me put together the following options to 

continue your giving. 

Postal Mail – mail your check to the Open Door Congregational Church at PO Box 1509.  If you wish 

your donation to remain confidential either put our check in a separate envelope marked attn: Vickie Holtan 

and insert that envelope in another envelope addressed to the Church.  Or, mail your check to the Open Door 

Church attn: Vickie Holtan. 

Online Giving – this program is a subset of our Church accounting/contribution software.   You can 

make your tithing by opening this URL - https://engage.suran.com/opendc/s/give/new-gift. This program will 

allow you to use your VISA or MasterCharge Credit and Debit cards, as well as ACH (Automated Clearing 

House) which is an electronic automated transfer of your money through your local bank. (You will need to 

set up ACH payments with your bank. You may need to contact Cindy Moore if you need the Church bank 

information). Also - you can use your mobile phone texting option to pay with Credit and Debit Cards; or 

ACH. (This goes through the same software system using a mobile text number versus URL.) The mobile 

text number is 1-360-419-6085. Your message will be GENERAL and the dollar amount. For example, to 

give $100 to the Church General Fund the message will be GENERAL 100. Your donation will be paid via 

the Credit or Debit Card or ACH that you previously set up. Once you first enter the system through URL or 

Text phone number you will be asked to complete a series of screens to provide your personal and payment 

information. ALL DONATIONS FOR THE ONLINE GIVING PROGRAM ARE FOR THE GNERAL 

FUND ONLY. Please remember all information is kept confidential as is the Church accounting/contribution 

software.   

Online payment services through your Bank – many of us pay our bills online through our own bank. 

This is no different. You will need to get our Church Bank Account number from Cindy Moore. The rest is 

just the same – Open Door Church, PO Box 1509, Clayton WA 99006. 

This is a lot of information, however we want to make your continued giving as easy as possible for you 

so we don’t have an unnecessary interruption in our Church Services. Please call me, Pastor Jim, Larry 

Harris, Jeff Wolfe, Cindy Moore, or Vickie Holtan with questions. We have all tested at least one of these 

giving methods. 

Thank you for your continued support of our staff, church facilities and Outreach needs. 

Regards,   Bob Syron         509-276-5528   rsyron@msn.com 

certain that this thief journeyed on the road to 

Heaven and the other thief who mocked 

journeyed on the road to Hell… 

When we come to the cross of Jesus, we are 

saved, justified by His sacrifice, by nothing that 

we have done…but here’s a comparison that I 

want you to consider. When the Children of 

Israel were rescued from Egypt, they too were 

saved. However, as time progressed they fell 

away from God and from believing His 

promises. They began to live as if they were no 

longer followers and chose rebellion instead…

okay…now it’s time for you say that you 

haven’t chosen rebellion against God. The 

Israelite people chose idol worship, sorcery, 

lust, immorality, drunkenness, piety, hatred, 

jealousy, they grumbled and moaned against 

God and Moses…just to name a few. How 

many of us today are guilty of these same 

choices?  

The Israelites had the promise of a beautiful 

opulent land and forgiveness of sins and we 

have Jesus, the fulfillment of that promise. As 

Christians, we have faith that Jesus is the Son of 

God, that he’s the Resurrection, the Way, the 

Truth, the  Life. The only Way to eternal life 

and we are 100% correct when we realize this. 

But once we’ve received faith…what next? 

Faith becomes the catalyst for change, for us to 

desire to be obedient to Heavenly Father.  

Hebrews 5: 8-10 8 Though He was God’s 

Son, He learned obedience through what He 

suffered. 9 After He was perfected, He became 

the source of eternal salvation for all who obey 

Him, 10 and He was declared by God a high 

priest in the order of Melchizedek. 

When Jesus went to the cross for us, He 
fulfilled the plan of the Father since before the 
beginning. He knew how difficult it was going 

 Evangelism  ~ Darna Michie 

When Jesus was crucified on the cross, there 

were two criminals who were crucified with 

Him. Jesus (Jeshua Hamashiach) was sinless and 

both men with him were sinners. The thief on 

one of the crosses next to Jesus asked for Jesus 

to remember him. The other thief mocked 

Him… 

Luke 23:39-43 39 Then one of the criminals 

hanging there began to yell insults at Him: 

“Aren’t You the Messiah? Save Yourself and 

us!” 40 But the other answered, rebuking him: 

“Don’t you even fear God, since you are 

undergoing the same punishment? 41 We are 

punished justly, because we’re getting back 

what we deserve for the things we did, but this 

man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, 

“Jesus, remember me when You come into Your 

kingdom!” 43 And He said to him, “I assure you: 

Today you will be with Me in paradise.” 

 

When the thief admonished the other 

criminal, he did so rightly…he spoke up and 

showed that he knew who Jesus was! From the 

words that Jesus said to him in response, I’m 

https://engage.suran.com/opendc/s/give/new-gift


 Evangelism  (continued) 

to be, but He did exactly what the Father 

asked of Him…obedience unto death. It was 

the only plan that could save mankind…it 

was the beginning of separating the sheep 

from the goats. In His last breath…Jesus said 

“It is finished”. The plan had been 

completely fulfilled and although he dreaded 

it to the point of sweating blood and asking 

the father to remove this cup from him 

(meaning the cup of death), He obeyed. In 3 

out of 4 of the Gospels, we read the pleas 

that Jesus prayed to the Father in the Garden 

of Gethsemane Matthew 26:42, Mark 

14:36, Luke 22:42  

His Resurrection proved to us that He 

was telling the truth when He said He would 

rise from the dead.  The Way is the path that 

He walked and that we must follow to be his 

servant…Jesus says in John 25:12 that 

anyone who loves his life will lose it and 

anyone who hates his life in the world will 

keep it for eternal life. The Truth is every 

WORD that proceeds from the pages of the 

Bible. Jesus is the WORD, therefore HE’S 

the Truth and we need to believe HIM and 

believe in HIM.  Life in eternity is what we’ll 

gain if we have Faith and Obey Him.  

The Israelite people should have been the 

most faithful of all, they saw the awesome 

miracles that God performed against the 

Egyptians, they saw the Red Sea part and 

walked through it on dry ground. They never 

went hungry as God fed them Manna from 

Heaven…but they still disobeyed…they gave 

up the promised land…obviously not 

choosing the path to Heaven. There are 

many people today who say that they 

believe in God, but they still persist in 

doing things their way instead of God’s 

way. Jesus told us in Matthew 7:21 “Not 

everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ 

will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only 

he who does the will of my Father who is 

in heaven.” In the scriptures of Genesis 6–

7 and Heb 11:7 we are told that Noah had 

such great faith. When God commanded 

him to build the ark, he built the ark just as 

God had told him to do. In obedience to 

God’s command, he kept his faith, and he 

and his whole family were saved.  

John 20:29 Jesus said, “Because you 

have seen Me, you have believed. Those 

who believe without seeing are blessed.” 

Belief and Faith are related; Belief is the 

agreement that this is the truth, but Faith 

not only acknowledges the truth, it inspires 

action, the desire to share the Gospel with 

others and to bring them into obedience to 

God’s will. 

If anyone is interested, I’ve started a 

blog:  jesusamazinggrace.com 

Anniversaries 

Apr 2 David & Linda Fietz 

Apr 18 Jim & Michelle Lyonais 

Apr 25 Carl & Sandi Hockhalter 

Apr 26 Bill & Nan Jeanneret 

  Haiti Mission Letter  by Gene Gentry 

Recently I received the following communication from Elio Dortilus.   Elio is a member of 

the team to develop a plan for animal treatment to become self - supporting.  Elio has done a 

wonderful job of summarizing our January discussions.  Elio writes:  “Beautiful and peaceful, Haut-

Limbé feeds its population of over 10 000 mainly from agriculture (farming and breeding livestock) 

and informal business.  This area has received for several decades socio-spiritual, intellectual, 

economical and more help of both the Christian University of Northern Haiti and the Upper Limbé 

Baptiste Church. They invest and facilitate anything that can contribute to a holistic development.  In 

accordance to this, Gene’s team was welcomed in Haut-Limbé. 

Gene’s {Mike’s} team has been giving free service in prevention of certain diseases in 

livestock through deworming and vaccine.  Along this tremendous support, many have been trained 

on how to best care for the animals.  By empowering the Haitians, a team was put together to make 

this great program sustainable. 

Farmers will soon be charged 25 Gourdes per goat, pig and 50 gourdes per cow.  Not only the 

charged fee will keep the program sustainable and ongoing but it will prevent our dear people of Haut

-Limbé to fall into the trap of dependency that will jeopardize the process of the long seeking holistic 

development. 

The Haitian crew believes that our program should keep good relationship with existing 

vets.  It is advised to help training them and support with materials when possible.  There needs to be 

meetings with all existing vets in the area to explain the difference of our program from theirs 

(preventing vs curing).  In the same way the whole population, the farmers especially, should know 

why they are asked this contribution (25-50 gourdes).  

Once existing vets understand that we aren’t cutting their jobs yet we’re greatly helping the 

community, they will be supportive.  Same thing if we can get farmers to understand why they’re 

charged.  This can be done in small group meetings in different localities.  People will know about 

this from one another and via flyers and announcements. We count on the help of the foreign team to 

continue to empower the Haitian as this starts to be put into practice.” 

There are details to be worked out.  Both the Haitians and the Americans have the same goal.   

I (Gene with Mike’s help) will try to put more structure to a plan and return it to the Haitian 

development team for additional input.  Haitians must have significant input and then support the plan 

if it is to succeed. I believe that is possible.  In the meantime the Haitian treatment team will treat 

animals this summer as soon as it is safe.  Currently Haitians are facing similar limitations as we are 

because of the Coronavirus.   

We ask for your continued prayers and support as we continue to  

develop and implement a plan.  Financial Support can be sent to “Helping  

Haitian” care of Gene Gentry or given to Gail Brown. 
 

  



 

 

 







Notes on Stewardship   

And a voice came from heaven, "You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased."  

    Luke 3:22b English Standard Version 

When I was coping with the sudden, severe onset of rheumatoid arthritis, a friend said, “God 

does everything for you that you can’t do for yourself, and nothing that you can.” Hmmm… I 

wonder. Her words were neither comforting nor reassuring given my burning question, “Who am 

I, now?” 

What God did do for me was to answer that question. “You are my beloved child.” God as-

sured me, “I know who you are and I am in this with you.” That was all I needed to hear. I heard 

the echo of God’s words spoken at Jesus’ baptism. My pastor called this God’s language of love. 

Each one of us is God’s beloved. In my year-round practice of generosity, I continually focus 

on how generous God has been… the beauty of creation, a circle of friends, a church community, 

the opportunity to serve, having enough, amazing grace, Christ. So, how generous are we called 

to be? 

Generosity flows in many ways. What better way to honor God’s love and affirmation than to 

speak God’s language of love? To recall we’re addressing another of God’s beloved when we 

speak, and use Godly language? In the month of hearts and flowers (and chocolate!), may we 

practice God’s language of love. 

 A message by Doris Powell, author of Stewards in the Household of God: a Resource for Holis-

tic Year-round Stewardship. 

 

 

 
 Worship Committee 

In a short period of time, the classification of the 

coronavirus (COVID-19) has gone from an overseas outbreak to 

a global pandemic.  There is no doubt that the impact of the virus 

has gone beyond the disease itself. COVID-19 is causing major 

disruptions to our lives, including our normal way of worshiping 

at the Open Door Congregational Church. Fortunately, the church 

already had in place the ability  

to broadcast worship services online.  The online broadcasts are providing a wonderful way to 

worship, share love and stay connected to the church family.    

This year, for health reasons, the face-to-face way Holy Week and Resurrection Sunday is 

celebrated will be different from recent years.  Although the activities may be different, the meaning 

of the glory of Jesus Christ's resurrection that grants eternal life to all who believe in Him remains the 

same. Praise God! Christ is Risen! Celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and Savior!  

 

John 3:16 New International Version (NIV) 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have eternal life. 

Good Friday, April 10 

will be online at 7:00 pm  

for a Service of Darkness  

as we  

remember Christ’s Passion 

 

 

Easter Sunday, April 12 
Online service beginning 

at 10:30 am 

 



  

February 2020 

Offering       $10,699.87 

E-script                 58.50 

 

 

Outreach Committee 

Well our Committee has been ready in the 

wings to help assist anyone who needs 

groceries, prescriptions, run errands.  We are 

hoping we just have a congregation that is really 

prepared and not that anyone is hesitant to call 

us for help.  Please know we are here.  There are 

several people who can help and we will take 

every precaution to be safe.  Karen L. is 

coordinating helpers so if you need anything call 

her at 509-413-6569 or 509-276-2212.  Thanks! 

Can you answer all seven of the following 

question with the same word? 

1.The word has seven letters.... 

2.Preceded God... 

3.Greater than God... 

4.More Evil than the devil... 

5.Poor people have it... 

6.Wealthy people need it.... 

7.If you eat it, you will eventually    

   die. 

Answer after next story. 

A teenage boy had just passed his driving 

test and inquired of his father as to when they 

could discuss his use of the car. 

His father said he'd make a deal with his 

son, "You bring your grades up from a C to a B 

average, study your Bible a little, and get your 

hair cut. Then we'll talk about the car." 

The boy thought about that for a moment, 

decided, he'd settle for the offer, and they agreed 

on it. 

After about six weeks his father said, "Son, 

you've brought your grades up and I've observed 

that you have been studying your Bible, but I'm 

disappointed you haven't had your hair cut." 

The boy said, "You know, Dad, I've been 

thinking about that, and I've noticed in my 

studies of the Bible that Samson had long hair, 

John the Baptist had long hair, Moses had long 

hair, and there's even strong evidence that Jesus 

had long hair." 

So Dad said "Did you also notice they all 

walked everywhere they went? “               

Above answer: Nothing 

Apr 1 Kit Shultz 
Apr 3 Dave Campanella 
Apr 5 Marilyn Taylor 
Apr 12 Donald Ball 
Apr 15 Julie Stevens 
 Emily Harris 
Apr 19 Rachel Harris 

Apr 22 Owen Varang 
Apr 26 Robby Luiten 
Apr 28 Paul Lewis 
Apr 29 Cindy Moore 
 Brenda Campanella 
Apr 30 Roxy Varang 

Birthdays             

Christian Education Committee by Darna Michie 

In the Hebrew language the number three (shelosh) means harmony, new life, and 

completeness. The number 3 is used 467 times in the Bible, but less than the number 7 which is 

used 860 times. Nevertheless, it's a significant number in so many ways. I don't plan on listing all 

467 times the number 3 is used in the Bible. Here are some examples. The Seraphim (six winged 

creatures) around the throne say "HOLY, HOLY, HOLY. Isaiah 6:3 And one called to another: 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts; His glory fills the whole earth. Heavenly Father's number is 

three, Father; Son; Holy Spirit. Matthew 28:19 Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Jesus taught us 

three things, Faith, Hope and Love. 1 Cor.13:13 Now these three remain: faith, hope, and love. 

But the greatest of these is love. Man is a three, body, soul, spirit. 1 Thessalonians 5:23 Now 

may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely. And may your spirit, soul, and body be 

kept sound and blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Revelation 8:13 I looked again 

and heard an eagle flying high overhead, crying out in a loud voice, “Woe! Woe! Woe to those 

who live on the earth, because of the remaining trumpet blasts that the three angels are about to 

sound!” Matthew 18:20 For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there 

among them.” I want to bring to light a few other number 3's Abraham, Isaac & Jacob. As 

instructed by Pontius Pilate, they placed a sign above Jesus on the cross. John 19:20 states that 

this was written in 3 languages: Hebrew, Latin and Greek and was put on the cross of Jesus.  

The 3rd day: Jesus rose after three days. 1 Cor.15:4 (In Jewish culture, three days past the time 

of death indicated they were truly dead.  Jesus truly conquered death by not rising until the third 

day. 

Because we’re staying home and staying safe, I thought it would be fun to have some 

Bible exercises to do…inspiration to study.  So if you feel like some fun, NAME the: 

• 3 Samaritans in the NT Lk.10:33; Lk.17:15-16; Jn.4:7  

• 3 arks found in the scriptures. Gen.7:1; Ex.2:3; Ex.25:10  

• 3 times Tabernacle/Temple destroyed. 1Sam.4:3-4; Jer.7:12; Dan.1:1; Mt.24:2 

• 3 times when we see Jesus coming in the clouds.  Mt.24:30; Ac.1:11; Rev.1:7 

• 3 men who had 12 sons named in Genesis.  Gen.22:20-24; Gen.25:12-16;  Gen.49:1-27 

• 3 men who never died.  Gen.5:21-24; 2Kin.2:11; Heb.7:3  

• 3 animals that talk in the Bible. Gen.3:1; Num.22:28; Rev.8:15 

• 3 men who killed a lion. Jdg.14:15; 1Sam.17:36; 2Sam.23:20 

• 3 men who fasted for 40 days and 40 nights.  Ex.34:28; 1Kin.19:8; Mt.4:2 

• 3 times where we see midwives. Gen.35:17; Gen.38:28; Ex.1:1 

• 3 Nazarites mentioned in the Bible.  Jdg.16:17; 1Sam.1:11-28; Lk.1:13-15 

• 3 places where we see women named Tamar. Gen.38:6; 2Sam.13:1; 2Sam.14:27 



 

Christian Education Committee (Continued) 

• 3 times in the OT when God disturbed the sun. Ex.10:21-29; Jos.10:12; 2Kin.20:9 

• 3 times God fed a multitude with food left over. 2Kin.4:43; Mt.14:13-21; Mt.15:32 39 

• 3 times God speaks from heaven glorifying Jesus. Mt.3:17; Mt.17:5; Jn.12:28 

• 3 times when we see God's finger writing a message. Ex.31:18; Dan.5:24; Jn.8:6 

• 3 proper names of angels mentioned in the Bible. Dan.10:21; Lk.1:19; Rev.12:9 

• 3 OT incidents symbolic of NT baptism. Gen.6-8; (1Pe.3:21) Ex.14; (1Cor.10:3)  

 Jos.3:1 

 
 
 
 
 

With Easter almost upon us, I was reading the book of Luke about Jesus’ last days 
before He was crucified.  We all know the part about Jesus giving his disciples bread and 
wine during the Last Supper and telling them to “do this in remembrance of Me,” but when 
reading through this section I was struck by what comes before and after this part.  

Right before the Last Supper, Jesus said to His disciples, “I have eagerly desired to eat 
this Passover with you before I suffer.”  Even though Jesus knew what was coming, He 
desired to be with His disciples.  He wanted their companionship.  He was even eager to be 
with them.  The disciples had no idea what the next few days would be like for Jesus, and 
even though Jesus did, His desire was to be with them.   After they had finished the Passover 
meal, the disciples were arguing over  which one of them was the greatest.  They were in the 
presence of the greatest man who ever lived and they were thinking about themselves and 
which one of them was more important.  I’m surprised Jesus didn’t just shake His head and 
walk away thinking why am I here with these selfish people, but Jesus desired to be with them 
despite all their flaws and imperfections.  He looked past all of their humanness with divine 
love and wanted to spend time with them.   

Looking at my life, how many times when I’m in the presence of Jesus and He is 
eagerly desiring to be with me, am I focused on myself?  How many times when I am in His 
presence do I think and pray about things that are all about me?  I wonder if Jesus shakes His 
head and thinks here we go again!  Maybe He does, but because of who He is, He puts up 
with me. He looks past all my flaws and imperfections and wants to spend time with me.  He 
wants to love me like I’ve never known love before.  He wants to do that with each and every 
one of us!  We are so truly blessed that the greatest man who ever lived, the Son of God, 
eagerly desires to spend time with us despite our humanness. 

Take time today to be in the presence of the One who eagerly desires YOU! 

Christian Education by Karen Mager 

 Squirrels! 
 
     The Presbyterian church called a meeting to decide what to do about their squirrel 
infestation. After much prayer and consideration, they concluded that the squirrels were 
predestined to be there, and they shouldn't interfere with God's divine will. 
     At the Baptist church the squirrels had taken an interest in the baptistery. The deacons 
met and decided to put a water-slide on the baptistery and let the squirrels drown 
themselves. The squirrels liked the slide and unfortunately, knew instinctively how to 
swim, so twice as many squirrels showed up the following week. 
     The Lutheran church decided that they were not in a position to harm any of God's 
creatures. So, they humanely trapped their squirrels and set them free near the Baptist 
church. Two weeks later the squirrels were back when the Baptists took down the water-
slide. 
     The Episcopalians tried a much more unique path by setting out pans of whiskey around 
their church in an effort to kill the squirrels with alcohol poisoning. They sadly learned how 
much damage a band of drunk squirrels can do. 
     But the Catholic church came up with a very creative strategy! They baptized all the 
squirrels and made them members of the church. Now they only see them at Christmas and 
Easter. 
     And not much was heard from the Jewish synagogue. They took the first squirrel and 
circumcised him. They haven't seen a squirrel since. 

 
Ladies Guild  by Coleen Wood 
        April, Spring, April Fools!  Snow this morning. I'd like to go out and do some yard 
work. I feel like the tulips in my flower beds, sticking their heads out from under the snow. 
Soon, warm spring days ahead.  
 

       Below is a poem that may help us all in these trying times. 
 

'You Can Do It'  
One seed at a time and the garden grows; 

One drop at a time and the river flows. 
One word at a time and the book is read; 

One stroke at a time and the paint is spread. 
One chip at a time and the statue is unveiled; 

One step at a time and the mountain is scaled.  
One thing at a time and that done well 

Is the only sure way to succeed and excel. 
You can write, you can paint, you can sculpt or climb; 

You can do it by taking one step at a time.    
   

       Enjoy the life you are living, not just the life you've got. 



-Daily Lectionary-  
April 2020 

 
These lectionary readings are from A Daily Lectionary-Scripture readings for Every Day based 
on the New Common Lectionary. Please share this resource with members of your church.  
*The readings listed for Sundays are included but not part of the daily lectionary cycle.  
 
April 1 Psalm 32 Jeremiah 32:1-9, 36-41 Matthew 22:23-33 
Apr. 2 Psalm 31:9-16   1 Samuel 16:11-13  Philippians 1:1-11 
Apr. 3 Psalm 31:9-16 Job 13:13-19 Philippians 1:21-30 
Apr. 4 Psalm 31:9-16 Lamentations 3:55-66 Mark 10:32-34 
Apr. 5 Isaiah 50:4-9a  Philippians 2:5-11  Matthew 21:1-11 
  Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 
Apr. 6 Isaiah 42:1-9;  Hebrews 9:11-15;  John 12:1-11 
  Psalm 36:5-11 
Apr. 7 Isaiah 49:1-7;  1 Corinthians 1:18-31 John 12:20-36 
  Psalm 71:1-14 
Apr. 8 Isaiah 50:4-9a  Hebrews 12:1-3 John 13:21-32 
  Psalm 70 
Apr. 9  Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-141 Corinthians 11:23-26 John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
  Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 
Apr. 10  Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12 Hebrews 10:16-25  John 18:1-19:42  
 Psalm 22 
Apr 11  Job 14:1-14  1 Peter 4:1-8 Matthew 27:57-66  
  Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16 
Apr. 12 Acts 10:34-43  Colossians 3:1-4  John 20:1-18  
  Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Apr. 13  Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 Colossians 3:5-11 
Apr. 14 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 Exodus 15:1-18 Colossians 3:12-17 
Apr. 15 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 Joshua 3:1-17 Matthew 28:1-10 
Apr. 16 Psalm 16 Song of Solomon 2:8-15 Colossians 4:2-5 
Apr. 17 Psalm 16 Song of Solomon 5:9 - 6:31  Corinthians 15:1-11 
Apr. 18 Psalm 16 Song of Solomon 8:6-7 John 20:11-20 
Apr. 19 Acts 2:14a, 22-32  1 Peter 1:3-9 John 20:19-31  
  Psalm 161 
Apr. 20 Psalm 114 Judges 6:36-401  Corinthians 15:12-20 
Apr. 21 Psalm 114 Jonah 1:1-171  Corinthians 15:19-28 
Apr. 22 Psalm 114 Jonah 2:1-10 Matthew 12:38-42 
Apr. 23 Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 Isaiah 25:1-5 1 Peter 1:8b-12 
Apr. 24 Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 Isaiah 26:1-4 1 Peter 1:13-16 
Apr. 25 Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 Isaiah 25:6-9 Luke 14:12-14 
Apr. 26 Acts 2:14a, 36-41 1 Peter 1:17-23 Luke 24:13-35 
  Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 
Apr. 27   Psalm 134 Genesis 18:1-14 1 Peter 1:23-25 
Apr. 28  Psalm 134 Proverbs 8:32 - 9:6 1 Peter 2:1-3 
Apr. 29 Psalm 134 Exodus 24:1-11 John 21:1-14 
Apr. 30 Psalm 23 Exodus 2:15b-25 1 Peter 2:9-12 

 

 Sunday Lectionary The Season Ahead        

 

April 10  - Tenebrae online 

 

April 12  - Easter online 

 

April 15  - Bible Study online at 2 pm 

 

April 28  - Mustard Seed articles due 
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Apr. 5 Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 
 Philippians 2:5-11  
 Matthew 21:1-11 
 
Apr. 12 Acts 10:34-43   
 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
 Colossians 3:1-4 
 John 20:1-18 
 
Apr. 19  Acts 2:14a, 22-32   
 Psalm 161 
 1 Peter 1:3-9   
 John 20:19-31  
 
Apr. 26 Acts 2:14a, 36-41   
 Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 
 Peter 1:17-23  
 Luke 24:13-35 


