
 

“Keep Focused on God” 

 

“
16 

Therefore we do not give up. Even though our outer person is being 

destroyed, our inner person is being renewed day by day. 
17 

For our 

momentary light affliction is producing for us an absolutely incomparable 

eternal weight of glory. 
18 

So we do not focus on what is seen, but on what is 

unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” 

    ~ 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (HCSB) 

 

     In this passage from 2 Corinthians, we are reminded once again by the Apostle 

Paul that everything we deal with in this world is of momentary concern. No 

matter what we are dealing with, we must always focus on God - for He is eternal. 

And even though we cannot see Him, He is more real and lasting than whatever 

our eyes can see in this world. We must always remember that in Christ our future 

is secure. Cling to Him and to our hope in Him through whatever you are 

experiencing and know that He is there with you. 

 

     I thought I should provide an update for everyone on the things that are taking 

place. On Friday (May 1
st

), our Governor provided a basic outline/plan for how we 

can return to normal life in this state. His phased approach does not allow social 

gatherings (which includes religious gatherings) until Phase 3. He stated that 

there will be at least three weeks between phases, provided that certain metrics 

are being met. This means that given a best-case scenario of only three weeks 

each for phases 1 and 2, we can begin holding smaller church services (less than 

50 people) on 14 or 21 June. If that works out, it will have been three months 

between open services with our congregation. That is too long. I am asking each 

of you to say a prayer asking God to grant our elected leaders wisdom in dealing 

with this situation. If you believe that the restrictions on the faith community 

should be loosened more quickly, please send a letter to your state representative 

and to the Governor asking them to reconsider using a single approach for all of 

Washington State. If you do send out letters (or make phone calls), be mindful of 

what Peter wrote in 1 Peter 2 and always give honor and respect to those you 

contact.  

The Mustard Seed 
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If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, 
nothing shall be impossible unto you. 

Matthew 17:20 

     Even though we have not held in-person services, we have continued to conduct 

the live-stream every Sunday at 10:30 am. To those who have made our live-stream 

work, thank you. Jeff, Brian, Rachel, Ruth, and Debby - thank you for the music that 

keeps our service feeling like our regular worship service. Larry, Adam, Aaron, and 

Emily - thank you for running the sound system and stepping up to read Scripture. 

Rachel and Emily - thank you for decorating and making things beautiful. Jeff - we 

have a live-stream because you not only set it up, but every week you keep it go-

ing. Cindy - thank you for continuing to clean up after we mess it up. These are the 

people who have allowed us to have services every week. It looks like we are going 

to keep leaning on you for a while.  

 

          If you want to check out the live-stream, you can find it on our Facebook 

page at https://www.facebook.com/OpenDoorDeerPark/  The video is also upload-

ed to YouTube and can be found by searching for “Open Door Congregational 

Church” on YouTube. Our church website also provides the links to the videos 

(www.dpopendor.org). In addition to the online viewing, we are also sending out 

weekly DVDs and audio CDs of the service. If you are interested in receiving a DVD 

or CD (or both), please call the church and let me know. If you need a DVD player 

to watch the services, let me know and I will see what we can do to help you.  

 

     I am excited to let you know that we will soon be receiving an FM transmitter. 

This means that we will be able to have drive-in church! The plan is to conduct our 

live-stream service as normal and broadcast the audio over the FM radio. Once we 

get it up and running, everyone will be invited to park their vehicles around the 

church and listen in to the service. I was hoping that we would have it available for 

Mothers’ Day; but I’m not sure that is going to be possible. While it is not the same 

as being together inside, we can still smile and wave to each other and be remind-

ed that we are all still united in Christ.  

 

     Finally, I would like to start an “adopt-a-congregant” type of program. We have 

several people willing to call others and read through a daily devotional on the 

phone with them, as well as engage in general conversation. If you are interested 

in making or receiving these types of phone calls, let me know.  

 

     In all things, no matter the situation, let us remember to love and honor every-

one in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Let us remember to glorify 

God in all things - and trust that He will safely bring us through any trials that we 

are facing.  

 

 In Christ, 

 Pastor Jim                  jdlyonais@gmail.com    cell: (509) 768-0899 



 A Message from Bob & Eileen  

We’ve been thinking a lot lately of all the things and people for which we can be 

grateful.  In trying times such as these, we become aware of what really matters.  Our 

great God is at the top of that list.   

We are very appreciative of Pastor Jim and his leadership as he guides us and 

encourages us to stay strong in our faith and continue to grow and learn.   We are truly 

blessed.   

We are thankful for our musicians and vocalists who share their love of God 

through music to help us find that comfort place we have when we make a joyful noise.  

We are truly blessed.   

And where would we be if not for the technical people who make sure our service 

is not only broadcast live but available on the Facebook page to watch later in the week. 

We are truly blessed.  

Finally, kudos to all of you, who have continued to give and support our church 

and its ministry through your financial contributions via the mail and the online giving.  

We are truly blessed. 

Praise be to Jesus Christ our Savior.  We are truly blessed. 
 

 Bob Syron      and  Eileen   509-276-5528   rsyron@msn.com 

 

 

I cannot brag about my love for God, 

unfortunately I fail Him every day.  What I can brag 

about is His love for me because it never fails! 

Have you ever noticed how courageous birds 

are this time of year?  The parents-to-be are 

fearless when they are out looking for a home in 

which to raise their young.  Even before they have 

gathered materials for the nest and even before 

the eggs have been laid, they dive-bomb you for 

even getting close to their future babies’ dwelling.  

These little babies, although not yet born, are 

loved with a fierceness that makes me smile and 

run for cover! 

You know God’s love is just like that!  God 

loved us before we were born and He continues to 

love us and pursue us every day.  There is nothing we can do to keep God from 

pursuing us. There is nothing we have ever done that would discourage God from 

loving us.  He loves us no matter what and His love for us never ends!  Hallelujah! 

Christian Education by Karen Mager 

Evangelism  ~ Darna Michie 

1 Thessalonians 2:4  (HCSB) Instead, just as we have been approved by God 

to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to please men, but rather 

God, who examines our hearts.   

Some may wonder why I feel it vital to give a message of Evangelism to our 

church and talk about repenting…I by no means, consider myself on the same 

level as Paul, but Paul never stopped reminding the believers in the churches of 

his time of what God expects of us.  I’ve said it before and I’m repeating it…

there’s responsibility in Salvation.  Not just to God, not just to others, but also 

to ourselves, to honestly spend our life in pursuit of becoming Holy, Blameless 

and above reproach.  We need to ask ourselves…are we in pursuit of good 

things or God Things in our lives?  Is everything you do for the Glory of God?  

Paul never stopped proclaiming the Gospel to believers as well as unbelievers 

because he knew that we need to constantly uphold each other and keep our 

eyes on the prize: eternal life in the Kingdom of God with Jesus.   

Are you a good and faithful servant?  When you enter into the presence of 

Christ, will you be able to stand before Him? Will he find you to be holy, blame-

less and above reproach?  Do you live your life for HIM?  Or do you want to con-

tinue on in your life as before and stay in condemnation? Do you want to contin-

ue on the path you were on before you professed Jesus as your Savior?  In the 

following letter to the Colossians, (who were already established as a church 

body) Paul is reminding them of the prerequisite that they signed up for when 

they became followers of Jesus Christ.  Reminding them that they had walked 

away from sin and are now engaged to become a servant of Christ. 

Colossians 1:19-24 (HCSB) For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell 

in Him, 
20 

and through Him to reconcile everything to Himself by making peace 

through the blood of His cross—whether things on earth or things in heaven. 

21 

Once you were alienated and hostile in your minds because of your evil ac-

tions. 
22 

But now He has reconciled you by His physical body through His 

death, to present you holy, faultless, and blameless before Him— 
23 

if indeed 

you remain grounded and steadfast in the faith and are not shifted away from 

the hope of the gospel that you heard. This gospel has been proclaimed in all 

creation under heaven, and I, Paul, have become a servant of it.  
24 

Now I rejoice 

in my sufferings for you, and I am completing in my flesh what is lacking in 

Christ’s afflictions for His body, that is, the church.  

At some point in your life, did you say YES to Jesus with joy and excitement?  

You couldn’t get enough of HIS WORD, you couldn’t spend enough time with 

HIM and you shared your excitement with everyone you met.  Then one day, you 

noticed that today, HE hadn’t even crossed your mind because you are so 

wrapped up in the world, that without realizing it you have walked away. Were 

you ever truly transformed by His LOVE & GRACE?  Examine your life and see 

what has actually changed since you became a Christian.  Are you no longer  
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Evangelism  (continued) 

intentional when it comes to your walk with Jesus? 2 Corinthians 5:18-20 (HCSB)  

Everything is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us 

the ministry of reconciliation: 19 That is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world 

to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed the 

message of reconciliation to us. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, 

certain that God is appealing through us. We plead on Christ’s behalf, “Be recon-

ciled to God.” 

Once the Gospel enters into us…and we are born again, we are changed!  We 

are no longer representatives or ambassadors of this world…we are ambassadors 

to the Kingdom of God.  Everything we think, do or say is for HIS Glory!  We have 

died to our old self and are now living for HIM!  When we become HIS, we put on 

Christ!  We become a light in the dark world.          1. The way we live will make a 

difference to believers and unbelievers alike.  2. Don’t allow the unbelievers to 

drag you into the mire, remember in Matthew 26, when Jesus was before the pow-

ers that be, he held his tongue.  Don’t allow unbelievers to accuse you by the way 

you live your life 1 Peter 2:12 Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, 

so that in a case where they speak against you as those who do what is evil, they 

will, by observing your good works, glorify God on the day of visitation. 3. Jesus 

tells us to turn the other cheek to those who attack us…in Matthew 5:38-40 “You 

have heard that it was said, An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. 39 But I tell 

you, don’t resist an evildoer. On the contrary, if anyone slaps you on your right 

cheek, turn the other to him also. 40 As for the one who wants to sue you and 

take away your shirt, let him have your coat as well. 4. Spend time studying as in 

Psalm 1:2-3 Instead, his delight is in the Lord’s instruction, and he meditates on 

it day and night. 3 He is like a tree planted beside streams of water that bears its 

fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers. 5. Pu-

rity is center stage in all things in your life Philippians 8Finally brothers, whatever 

is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 

lovely, whatever is commendable—if there is any moral excellence and if there is 

any praise—dwell on these things.  Philippians 4:8 

Haiti Mission Letter  by Gene Gentry 

This past six years God has been preparing us, American volunteers, and our 

Haitian brothers and sisters for such a time as this.   With the impact of the 

Corona virus and the current political turmoil in Haiti we are not planning on 

taking an American team to Haiti this summer.  The Holy Spirit and wisdom are 

telling us this is not the time to travel to Haiti.  The last six years our goal has 

been to train Haitians to be better able to take care of themselves and their 

neighbors.  They still need backup support.   

In January this year (2020) four volunteers with five years’ experience or 

more felt at peace to go to Haiti to finish what we considered essential training to 

teach the veterinary team to vaccinate cattle safely for anthrax. The two women 

worked with 11 people to prepare them to teach spoken English this summer 

with the assistance of American native English speakers.  Janeen and Teri are 

pleased with the abilities demonstrated by their students/teachers.  We don’t 

know if the camp will take place or not.  Haiti is in as much uncertainty as we are.  

If it does take place we are thinking our input would be with technology. 

Dr. Mike and I feel good about the abilities of the “veterinary agents.”   In the 

summer of last year (2019) the Haitian veterinary team treated 884 animals for 

parasites and other treatments.  In January of 2020 they learned  and  treated 

safely 332 cattle for anthrax.  We feel confident about their ability do what they 

have learned.  We expect them do the parasite treatment again this summer 

without our presence.  Then January will be vaccination time again.   We just sent 

a supply of medicines to Haiti.  Last year we spent about $3,000 to pay members 

of the team who treated animals.  I expect something similar this year.  We will 

also send additional medicines and supplies as needed.  In January 2021 Dr. Mike 

and I hope to go to Haiti to work with this team and others. 

Thank you for your prayers with us and for us.  Pray for the people of Haiti.  

Pray for the veterinary team as they treat animals from now through summer and 

interact with villagers in the process.  Pray for the English department as they 

decide about the English Camp.  Pray for those who have been trained to teach 

the English.  If you have questions about this ministry please feel free to talk to 

me, Mike, Teri or Gail.  That is hard to do with the separation but I am always 

ready to talk about what is going on.  My phone is 999-1862.  

Gene Gentry  

 

Donations are tax deductible.  If you would like to donate toward this work 

please send your contribution to: 

  

“Helping Haitians”  or give it to Gail Brown 

c/o Gene Gentry 

27302 N. Spotted Rd. 

Deer Park, WA 99006  
  



Dear Families and Supporters of the Open Door Congregational Church, 

 

We need your help! You can earn much needed funds for the church from your 

shopping. 
 

By regularly shopping at Yoke’s Fresh Market and participating in the eScrip 

Community Card Program, the store will pay it forward by contributing funds to an 

organization of your choice including the Open Door Congregational Church.  Just 

sign up, shop, participate and earn funds for the church. It is that easy. 
 

Signing up is also easy. Just stop by Yoke’s Customer Service Desk, register in-

store and designate the Open Door Congregational Church #163943744 as your 

targeted organization.  You will be given a Yoke’s Fresh Market Community Card 

with convenient keychain tab to use when checking out.  Additionally, you may 

sign up online at https://secure.escrip.com/signup/index.jsp or text “52232” with 

the key word “Yokes” and follow the instructions. 
 

Contributions are calculated as follows and can earn up to 5% on monthly 

purchases: 

1% On Monthly Purchases Between $0 - $200 

Plus 2% On Monthly Purchases Between $200 - $400 

Plus 4% On Monthly Purchases Between $400 - $500 

Plus 5% On Monthly Purchases Above $500 
 

If your monthly purchases totaled $450, your donation earned would be $8 ($200 

x 1% + $200 x 2% + $50 x 4% = $8). 
 

Every little bit helps. Please take a minute to sign up for the program or update 

your account to help our church.   
 

Thank you and bless you!     Terri Richey 

 

May 2 Laura Blew 
May 3 Phil Wise 
 Brooklyn Coe 
May 6 Bill Jeanneret 
May 9 Sharon Hutchings 
May 11 Phyllis Zimmerer 
May 13 Darna Michie 
May 15 Becky George 
May 19 Betty Strong 
 Charlotte Yingst 
May 20 Zane Stevens 

May 24 Karen Taisey 
May 26 Dave Moore 
 Coleen Wood 
 LaFern Janson 
May 28 Dennis Hill 
May 30 Esme Varang 
  Barbara Pierce 
May 31  Jessica Varang 
 

Teach us to number our days, that we may 
gain a heart of wisdom.  

                                      ~ Psalm 90:12 

Birthdays             

Thoughts from Fellowship   “Service Before Self”  

I can't believe it is already May, one of my favorite times of the year. The 

blossoms on the fruit trees are starting to unfold and many of us are literally at 

home watching grass grow. We are all looking forward impatiently to the day 

when we can once again gather to worship, give thanks, and enjoy fellowship 

with one another. 

In honor of Mother's Day which will soon be upon us, I would like to share 

this poem by Helen Steiner Rice...... 

 

WHAT IS A MOTHER? 

It takes a Mother's LOVE 

    to make a house a home, 

A place remembered, 

    no matter where we roam 

It takes a Mother's PATIENCE 

    to bring a child up right, 

And her COURAGE and her CHEERFULNESS 

        to make a dark day bright ...  

It takes a Mother's THOUGHFULNESS 

    to mend the heart's deep "hurts," 

And her SKILL  and her ENDURANCE 

    to mend little socks and shirts ... 

It takes a Mother's KINDNESS 

    to forgive us when we err, 

To sympathize in trouble 

    and bow her head in prayer ... 

It takes a Mother's WISDOM 

    to recognize our needs 

And to give us reassurance 

    by her loving words and deeds ... 
It takes a Mother's ENDLESS FAITH, 

    her CONFIDENCE  and TRUST 

To guide us through the pitfalls 

    of selfishness and lust ... 

And that is why in all this wolrd 

    there could not be another 

Who could fulfill God's purpose 

   as completely as a MOTHER! 
 

Blessings to all of you, hope to see you (in person) very soon.   Karen Taisey 

 

https://secure.escrip.com/signup/index.jsp


Outreach Committee 

Outreach continues to welcome any calls for help shopping, running er-

rands etc.  We would love to help if you need us.  Can't wait to get back to 

church and see everyone.  Pastor Jim is going to need to allow extra time to 

"share the peace of Christ!"  hee hee!!  Stay safe and well.  Karen Luiten 

IN THE MIDST OF THE GREAT DESERT LIVED TWO TRIBES OF PEOPLE. BOTH WERE NO-

MADIC IN NATURE AND CONTINUOUSLY TRAVELED ACROSS THE ARID LANDSCAPE, FROM OASIS 

TO OASIS. 

ALTHOUGH EACH TRIBE CONSIDERED THEMSELVES NOMADS, IT WAS IN TRUTH NOT BY 

CHOICE. FOR YOU SEE, EACH OASIS WAS VERY FRAGILE BECAUSE THE WATERS IN EACH WERE 

LIMITED. THUS, INSTEAD OF LIVING AT AN OASIS UNTIL IT RAN DRY, THUS DESTROYING IT AS A 

PLACE OF SHELTER FOR THE FUTURE, IN THEIR WISDOM THEY WOULD MOVE ON. 

YET, IT WAS FOREVER THE QUEST OF EACH TRIBE TO FIND AN OASIS THAT COULD SUSTAIN 

THEM OVER MANY YEARS, WITHOUT THE THREAT THAT THE WATERS WOULD RUN DRY. 

THEN ONE DAY THE TRIBE THAT CLAIMED TO BE THE OLDEST, THE FIRST, CAME UPON AN 

OASIS LARGE ENOUGH TO HOLD A THOUSAND TRIBES, FULL OF TALL FRUIT-BEARING TREES, 

WHERE COLORED BIRDS SANG SWEETLY IN THEIR BOUGHS, AND BEASTS LAY QUIETLY IN THEIR 

SHADE. 

AND THERE IN THE MIDDLE FLOWED A DEEP SPRING OF CRYSTALLINE WATERS. 

WHEN THE SULTAN OF THE TRIBE BEHELD THIS JEWEL OF THE DESERT HE KNEW IT MUST BE 

THE OASIS SPOKEN OF IN THEIR LEGENDS. 

WHEN HIS PEOPLE HAD SET CAMP THE SULTAN WENT TO THE SPRING AND GAVE IT AN OF-

FERING IN THANKSGIVING. 

AND A VOICE CAME FROM THE SPRING AND SAID: 

'YOU ARE WELCOME, MAN, AND ALL OF YOUR PEOPLE. THIS PLACE IS FOR YOUR PEOPLE 

AND ALL PEOPLE, AS WELL AS FOR EVERY LIVING THING, TO FIND REFUGE FROM THE ANGER OF 

THE HEAT, TO DRINK DEEPLY THE PEACE OF MY WATERS. 

‘AND WHETHER IT IS BUT ONE MOUTH OR THE MOUTHS OF EVERY LIVING THING UPON THIS 

EARTH, NEVER FEAR FOR THE LOSS OF THESE WATERS; FOR MY SOURCE IS ETERNAL. 

‘REMEMBER ALWAYS THIS PROMISE AND BE FOREVER GENEROUS WITH WHAT I OFFER.’ 

WHEN THE VOICE OF THE SPRING BECAME SILENT, THE SULTAN WENT TO HIS PEOPLE AND 

TOLD THEM OF THE PROMISE, AND THE PEOPLE WERE IN GREAT CHEER. THEN THE SULTAN SENT 

MESSENGERS OUT INTO THE DESERT TO INVITE THE OTHER TRIBE TO SHARE IN THE WATERS AND 

THE SHADE. 

WHEN THE OTHER TRIBE ARRIVED BOTH TRIBES JOINED IN CELEBRATION, AND THE TWO 

LEADERS DRANK FROM THE SAME CHALICE THE WATERS OF THE SPRING. 

THE YEARS PASSED AND THE TWO PEOPLES MULTIPLIED. BOTH LEADERS HAD MIXED THEIR 

BODIES’ ASHES WITH THE DESERT’S SAND UPON THE WIND, AND NEW LEADERS HAD TAKEN 

THEIR PLACE. 

AND ALTHOUGH MORE CAME TO DRINK FROM THE SPRING, NOT ONCE DID ITS WATERS AP-

PEAR TO DIMINISH. AND ALL CONTINUED TO DRINK DEEPLY THE WATER’S PEACE. 

HOWEVER, THERE CAME AN AFTERNOON WHEN THE PRINCE AND HIS COMPANION RODE IN  

FROM THE HOT ANGRY DESERT AND INTO THE CAMP 

OF THE FIRST TRIBE. 

THE PRINCE WENT TO HIS FATHER, THE NEW SUL-

TAN, AND TOLD OF THE DISCOVERY OF ANOTHER 

TRIBE, STILL VERY FAR AWAY IN THE DESERT, BUT 

COMING THEIR WAY. 

THE SULTAN SAID THAT THAT WOULD BE FINE, 

FOR HE STILL REMEMBERED HIS FATHER’S RECOUNT-

ING OF THE SPRING’S PROMISE. 

BUT THE PRINCE REPLIED THAT THE OLD SULTAN  

HAD BEEN LONG IN THE SUN WHEN HE HAD CLAIMED TO HEAR A SPRING SPEAK. COULD THEY RISK 

THE FUTURE OF THEIR PEOPLE ON WHAT WAS POSSIBLE DELIRIUM OF A MAN? AND ASSUREDLY, IF 

THE SPRING WAS NOT ETERNAL, AND IF BOTH TRIBES CONTINUED TO MULTIPLY, MUCH SOONER 

THAN LATER THE WATERS WOULD RUN DRY. NOW, WITH THE APPROACH OF ANOTHER TRIBE, IF 

THEY FOOLISHLY SHARED THIS SOURCE OF LIFE, ITS DEPLETION WOULD BE THAT MUCH FASTER. 

AFTER THE PRINCE HAD SPOKEN HE TOOK HIS FATHER TO A NEARBY DUNE, AND UNDER THE 

INTENSE SUN THEY LOOKED OUT OVER THE VAST, EMPTY DESERT. HE PLEADED WITH HIS FATHER 

NOT TO FORSAKE HIS PEOPLE AND SEND THEM BACK INTO THIS MISERY. 

AND LIKE WATER POURED IN DESERT SAND, THE WORDS OF THE PRINCE SEEPED INTO THE MIND 

OF THE SULTAN, AND HE FEARED THEIR PAST OF WANDERING IN THE DESERT WOULD BE THEIR TO-

MORROW. 

THEN, BROUGHT DOWN BY THE WEIGHT OF THAT FEAR, HE GATHERED HIS SOLDIERS AND HAD 

THEM STRIKE AT THE OTHER TRIBE WHO SHARED THE OASIS. MUCH BLOOD MINGLED INTO THE 

SAND BEFORE THE OTHER TRIBE WAS FORCED FROM THE OASIS, AND AWAY FROM THE SPRING. 

OUT INTO THE MERCILESS DESERT THEY FLED, VOWING TO RETURN, TO WREST THE OASIS FROM 

THEIR BETRAYERS. 

WHEN THE NEW TRIBE CAME UPON THE OASIS AND ASKED FOR REFUGE FROM THE SUN, THEY 

TOO WERE FALLEN UPON, AND DRIVEN BACK INTO THE DESERT. 

BUT THE FIRST TRIBE STAYED NOT LONG UNDER THE COOL SHADOWS BECAUSE THE OTHER TWO 

TRIBES, IN THEIR HATE, BOUNDED TOGETHER. AND AFTER MORE BLOOD THEY DROVE OUT THE 

FIRST TRIBE. 

YET NOT LONG DID THESE TWO STAY AS ONE IN THE OASIS. FOR BEING THAT THEY CAME TO-

GETHER IN HATRED, THEY WERE STILL IN ITS BIND. AND REMEMBERING HOW THEY WERE BETRAYED, 

THE SECOND TRIBE FEARED THE SAME OF THE THIRD. THUS, BEFORE THE OTHER WOULD ATTACK 

THEY DROVE THE THIRD TRIBE OUT, AS WELL. 

HENCEFORTH, YEAR TO YEAR, DECADE TO DECADE, CENTURY TO CENTURY, SO IT HAS BEEN: 

ONE TRIBE DEFENDING THE OASIS AGAINST THE OTHERS EXILED IN THE DESERT. WHILE THOSE EX-

ILED WOULD PLOT AND HATE UNDER THE SUN. 

WHILE ALL THIS TIME, AS THE BLOOD OF THE PEOPLE VANISHED INTO THE SAND, AND THEIR 

SCREAMS OF ANGUISH WERE CARRIED UPON THE WIND, THE COOL WATERS OF THE SPRING NOT 

ONCE CEASED TO FLOW.      Janaka Stagnaro 



Scholarship Committee 

The Open Door  Scholarship Committee is pleased 

to announce two different scholarships available to 

students who are pursuing further education. Due to seed 

money from the Keeler and Endowment funds as well as 

many congregational donations, for the second year in a 

row the Open Door Church General Scholarship is offering up to two $500 

scholarships available to Open Door attendees or their children, grandchildren, 

and great grandchildren; applicants must have completed one year of college or 

one half of their trade school program.   

The Betty Drumheller Memorial Scholarship is now on its fourth year and 

anticipates offering up to two $2000 scholarships for the 2020-2021 academic 

year.  Funded by an invested estate designation, applicants must be a junior or 

senior in college next fall and studying in the fields of music or political science. 

Preferred applicants (but not required) will have attended Deer Park, Riverside, or 

Mary Walker School Districts and a local Church.   

Applications for both scholarships will be available online at the Church 

website www.dpopendoor.org  and at the Open Door Church office as of May 

15th.  All application packets will be due to the Church office no later than July 

31st. 

 What a generous, life changing gift the Open Door Church is making to our 

student community!  How very blessed we are to be able to do so!! 

Appreciatively, 

Donna Syron 

 

 

 

2020 Directory 

Outreach Committee is eagerly anticipating 

getting their hands on the newest copy of the 

church directory so they can continue with their 

fun surprises.  BUT, before I will let them have it, I 

want to make sure I have everyone listed!   Please, 

if you’re not listed in the green 2019 directory or 

back in February didn’t fill out a directory info 

form, shoot me an email and give me your contact 

information. I would also like your family birthdays 

and anniversary (just month and day).  They won’t 

be printed in the directory but will be listed in the 

Mustard Seed. 

Thanks, Eileen 

Worship Committee 

The Worship Committee did not meet in April and is waiting patiently and 

obediently for COVID-19 to be under control and the “Stay Home, Stay Healthy” 

order to end for Washingtonians.  Of course, time waits for no one and has 

moved us into the month of May. Although we continue to face challenges and a 

“new normal” for our everyday lives brought about by the virus, we can hold fast 

to the truth and relish in our Lord’s love for us.  

Thursday, May 21
st

, 2020, is the Ascension of Jesus, celebrated forty days 

after Easter Sunday.  Scriptures teaches us Jesus was seen for forty days, after 

his crucifixion, resurrection, and before he ascended into heaven to be “seated 

at the right hand of God the Father.”  

Acts 1:3-5 (New International Version) 
3 

After his suffering, he pre-

sented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. 

He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the king-

dom of God. 
4 

On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them 

this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 

promised, which you have heard me speak about. 
5 

For John baptized with
 

water, but in a few days, you will be baptized with
 

the Holy Spirit.” 

The day Jesus spoke of is known as Pentecost.  It is celebrated fifty days 

after Easter Sunday, and observed this year on Sunday, May 31
st

, 2020. The story 

of Pentecost is recorded in Acts 2 and celebrates the day when the Holy Spirit 

came to the disciples. It has also been called the “birthday of the Christian 

Church” because of the new covenant with God given to all believers.  

Take heart, Pentecost is a day of new spirit, a day of a new beginning; 

whether the celebration is for the birth of the Church, a celebration for a renewal 

of spirit within oneself, or a celebration of the Holy Spirit giving God’s wisdom to 

the disciples.  

God is good! He has given us many blessings. One blessing is our out-

standing livestreaming and online church services.  Thank you to everyone who 

has participated in bringing the beautiful joy of worship directly into our homes 

and hearts.   

May God's unfailing love and peace bless you today and every day. Until 

we meet again in person, take care, stay healthy, and wash your hands. 



Ladies Guild  by Coleen Wood 

As I lay here in the quiet of the night, not able to sleep, I listen. The wind is 

softly blowing, the sound of the wind chimes tinkling ever so softly. Then all of a 

sudden the wind comes up strong.  The chimes really clatter, the rain starts. Very 

softly at first, then comes the downpour drowning out the soft sounds. For a while 

I listen as the rain makes its sounds as it comes down the downspout like a small 

stream. Then as quickly as it came, it diminishes back to the quiet tinkling of the 

wind chimes in the breeze. It all reminds me of life. We hear and listen to all that 

goes on around us, making the ever so soft tinkling. Then comes the big storm, 

making us so aware of the little things in life that we take so for granted. We run 

so many things through our minds, especially things that are in our "what if" 

world. Our "what if" world is just that and only in our minds. The storm is real, the 

health problems we hoped we would never face, do come. Just like the too much 

rain that causes a flood. But floods and wind do subside. After one storm we are 

always listening again for that big rain and wind, only hoping for just the softly 

falling droplets of water that nourish the earth.  The wind quiets, the rain stops 

and only the tinkling of the chimes can be heard. The morning sun comes through 

the blinds, the birds are chirping their greeting to a new day. I finally fall back 

asleep to those most beautiful sounds and will also awake to a new day. 

 

 

Trustees 

Hello from the Trustees. We hope you all are doing well. 

Due to the stay home issues of late, we met on April 14th via video 

conferencing. Larry led the meeting from the Oval Office (thanks to Zoom) which 

was VERY Presidential! 

We discussed several of the ways in which our Tithes can still be sent to the 

church during the isolation ... those include electronic giving through the link on 

our website (www.DpOpenDoor.org), setting up an automatic bill pay with your 

bank (like you would with a utility) or simply mailing a check. It's very important 

that we continue to be able to pay the bills, and thanks to all of you we are doing 

much better than expected. Thank you.  

As for church maintenance, we are in the process of "summer-izing" the 

snowblower and getting the lawnmower ready to go for the season. Sprinklers are 

being repaired and activated and the lawn will be seeded and fertilized. 

A church grounds cleanup day was also scheduled for April 25th ... and 

it was a great success. Thank you to all who participated! 

Larry also ... AGAIN .. promised Jeff that an appropriate light fixture will be 

purchased for the sound loft. Reportedly Jeff is not holding his breath. 

We are confident that we will be able to worship together again soon ... and 

when that time comes, the building will be ready. Until then, please continue to 

join us online on Facebook Sunday mornings! 

~ The Trustees 

http://www.DpOpenDoor.org


Christian Education Committee by Darna Michie 

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. Being Born Again is the most important message for man-

kind in the Bible and the focus of the New Testament…it’s the only way to re-

ceive eternal life and spend eternity in the Kingdom of God with Jesus the Messi-

ah – Jeshua Hamaschiach (Hebrew translation).  

A born again Christian is the temple of God’s Holy Spirit!  I Corinthi-

ans 3:16-17:  (HCSB) Don’t you yourselves know that you are God’s sanctuary 

and that the Spirit of God lives in you? 
17 

If anyone destroys God’s sanctuary, 

God will destroy him; for God’s sanctuary is holy, and that is what you are.  I Co-

rinthians 6:19: (HCSB) Don’t you know that your body is a sanctuary of the Holy 

Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, II Corin-

thians 6:16:  (HCSB) And what agreement does God’s sanctuary have with idols? 

For we are the sanctuary of the living God, as God said: I will dwell among them 

and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be My people. 

The Bible tells us that when we are born again, we are born of the 

Spirit.  These are the WORDS of Jesus talking about the Holy Spirit. If we listen 

to our gift of the Spirit, we will know and understand what God has in mind for 

us. In Matthew 24:4-5 And Jesus answered and said unto them, “Take heed that 

no man deceive you. 
5 

For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and 

shall deceive many.” Jesus is talking to us about the end times in this statement, 

so if we allow the Holy Spirit to work in us, we won’t be deceived! Jesus empha-

sizes in Matthew 24:11 and Matthew 24:24 that there will be those who are try-

ing to lead us astray! Be aware, that we have everything we need in Scripture to 

keep us on His righteous path.  

These following verses show us that when we are born again, God’s Spir-

it – His Holy Spirit, dwells inside of us, therefore making us the Temple of God.  

John 3:3-6: (HCSB) Jesus replied, “I assure you: Unless someone is born again, 

he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
4 

“But how can anyone be born when he is 

old?” Nicodemus asked Him. “Can he enter his mother’s womb a second time 

and be born?” 
5 

Jesus answered, “I assure you: Unless someone is born of water 

and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
6 

Whatever is born of the 

flesh is flesh, and whatever is born of the Spirit is spirit.”  John 16:13-14: (HCSB) 

“When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth. For He will 

not speak on His own, but He will speak whatever He hears. He will also declare 

to you what is to come. 
14 

He will glorify Me, because He will take from what is 

Mine and declare it to you.” 

This baptism of the Holy Spirit doesn’t mean that God will remove your 

“free will” from you and that you’ll never make a bad choice again as long as 

you live, but learn to be quick to repent (turn away from sin and turn to God) 

when you realize that you’ve gone astray. 2 Peter 2:15 They have gone astray 

by abandoning the straight path and have followed the path of Balaam, the son 

of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness.  

Christian Education Committee (Continued) 

      This is from Psalm 140:4  Protect me, Lord, from the clutches of the wicked. 

Keep me safe from violent men who plan to make me stumble. This Psalm is 

short and gets right to the heart of the matter…it would be good to pray this in 

Jesus’s name whenever we feel weak. Although the Holy Spirit now lives in you, 

you may still struggle to keep away from the vices that kept you in sin before you 

became a Christian. Paul talks about the thorn in his side. 2 Corinthians 12:7-9: 

especially because of the extraordinary revelations. Therefore, so that I would not 

exalt myself, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to tor-

ment me so I would not exalt myself. 
8 

Concerning this, I pleaded with the Lord 

three times to take it away from me. 
9 

But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient 

for you, for power is perfected in weakness.” Therefore, I will most gladly boast 

all the more about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may reside in me. 

You will be lovingly led by the Holy Spirit, but you must want to follow and 

you must choose to follow. Obviously this will require you to step away from the 

world as the world will also give you choices and more than likely these are not 

choices that will enhance your walk with God. If you follow the world instead of 

the Spirit, you are “quenching” the Spirit. To QUENCH the Holy Spirit is to resist: 

to fight or struggle against, and in doing so, you may cool or put out the Spirit 

until you can no longer hear instruction. Matthew 3:11: John the Baptist tells us: 

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but the One who is coming after me is 

more powerful than I. I am not worthy to remove His sandals. He Himself will bap-

tize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. In 1 Thessalonians 5:19, Paul tells the 

church, “Do not QUENCH the Spirit.” Quenching the Spirit is what happens when 

we don’t listen to the Spirit, when we do what we know is wrong following our 

own worldly desires.   

 In Ephesians 4:30-32: Paul tells the church, “And don’t GREIVE God’s Holy 

Spirit. You were sealed by Him for the day of redemption. 
31 

All bitterness, anger 

and wrath, shouting and slander must be removed from you, along with all mal-

ice. 
32 

And be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving one another, just 

as God also forgave you in Christ.”   

What do you think of when you think about grief? Do you usually associate 

with death or loss? Is it a time of overwhelming sadness? The usage of the word 

GREIVE in this instance is a noun: which is synonymous with PAIN! Why would we 

want to cause our Father in Heaven this kind of grief? According to Scripture God 

gave us the Holy Spirit to help us grow, to learn about Him to recognize His voice. 

We all must learn to listen for the Holy Spirit to speak to us. Once we’ve been 

born again we have the blood of Jesus covering us and Satan can no longer touch 

us…but we also have retained “free will” and we can slowly but surely go astray 

and back to our old patterns and ways of life that can draw us back into sin. 

We must not sleepwalk…we must stay vigilant and we must WALK 

AWAY from the WORLD!!! 



 -Daily Lectionary-  
May 2020 

These lectionary readings are from A Daily Lectionary-Scripture readings for Every Day based on the 
New Common Lectionary. Please share this resource with members of your church. *The readings listed 
for Sundays are included but not part of the daily lectionary cycle.  
 
May 1 Psalm 23 Exodus 3:16-22; 4:18-20 1 Peter 2:13-17 
May 2 Psalm 23 Ezekiel 34:1-16 Luke 15:1-7 
May 3 Acts 2:42-47 1 Peter 2:19-25 John 10:1-10 
  Psalm 23 
May 4 Psalm 100 Ezekiel 34:17-23 1 Peter 5:1-5 
May 5 Psalm 100 Ezekiel 34:23-31 Hebrews 13:20-21 
May 6 Psalm 100 Jeremiah 23:1-8 Matthew 20:17-28 
May 7 Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 Genesis 12:1-3 Acts 6:8-15 
May 8 Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 Exodus 3:1-12 Acts 7:1-16 
May 9 Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 Jeremiah 26:20-24 John 8:48-59 
May 10 Acts 7:55-601  Peter 2:2-10 John 14:1-14 
  Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
May 11 Psalm 102:1-17 Exodus 13:17-22 Acts 7:17-40 
May 12 Psalm 102:1-17 Proverbs 3:5-12 Acts 7:44-56 
May 13 Psalm 102:1-17 Proverbs 3:13-18 John 8:31-38 
May 14 Psalm 66:8-20 Genesis 6:5-22 Acts 27:1-12 
May 15 Psalm 66:8-20 Genesis 7:1-24 Acts 27:13-38 
May 16 Psalm 66:8-20 Genesis 8:13-19 John 14:27-29 
May 17 Acts 17:22-31 1 Peter 3:13-22 John 14:15-21 
  Psalm 66:8-20 
May 18 Psalm 93 Genesis 9:8-17 Acts 27:39-44 
May 19 Psalm 93 Deuteronomy 5:22-33 1 Peter 3:8-12 
May 20 Psalm 93 Deuteronomy 31:1-13 John 16:16-24 
May 21 Acts 1:1-11 Ephesians 1:15-23 Luke 24:44-53 
  Psalm 47 
May 22 Psalm 93 2 Kings 2:1-12 Ephesians 2:1-7 
May 23 Psalm 93 2 Kings 2:13-15 John 8:21-30 
May 24 Acts 1:6-14 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-1 1John 17:1-11 
  Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
May 25 Psalm 99 Leviticus 9:1-11, 22-24 1 Peter 4:1-6 
May 26 Psalm 99 Numbers 16:41-50 1 Peter 4:7-11 
May 27 Psalm 99 1 Kings 8:54-65 John 3:31-36 
May 28 Psalm 33:12-22 Exodus 19:1-9a Acts 2:1-11 
May 29 Psalm 33:12-22 Exodus 19:16-25 Romans 8:14-17 
May 30 Psalm 33:12-22 Exodus 20:1-21 Matthew 5:1-12 
May 31 Acts 2:1-21  1 Corinthians 12:3b-13  John 7:37-39  
  Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
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May 3 Acts 2:42-47 

 Psalm 23 

 1 Peter 2:19-25 

 John 10:1-10 

May 10 Acts 7:55-60 

 Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 

 1 Peter 2:2-10 

 John 14:1-14 

May 17 Acts 17:22-31 

 Psalm 66:8-20 

 1 Peter 3:13-22 

 John 14:15-21 

May 24 Acts 1:6-14 

 Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 

 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11 

 John 17:1-11 

May 31 Acts 2:1-21 

 Psalm 104:24-34 

 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

 John 7:37-39 


